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AI^WAL  RSPORT  0?  TliS 
MEDICAL  CEEICSR  OP  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chaimaan  & Members  of  the 
Helper  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentleinoh, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  for  the  year  ended  3'ls't  December,  1950. 

I am  pleased  to  state  that  the  health  of  the  District  remains 
satisfactory  and  that  there  has  been  no  material  change.  As  Acting  Medical 
Qffi.aor  cf  Heal  til  in  a part  time  capacity,  since  1st  July,  following  the 
retirement  of  Dr.  R.  C.  Allen,  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  you 
only  for  the  half  yea.r  and  therefore  not  had  the  opportunity  of  appraising 
the  health  of  the  District  for  more  than  that  time. 

Regarding  vital  statistics,  the  birth  rate  shov/s  a sharp  fall  from 
16.5  to  12.93,  the  lowest  figure  for  some  years.  ‘IMe  average  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  year  was  15*6.  The  death  rate  remains  about  the 
same,  being  1 1 .M  against  11.73  the  previous  year;  the  average  rate  for 
England  and  Hales  for  the  year  under  review  was  11.6,  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  for  the  district  was  35 o3,  a higher  figure  than  last 
;v"ear's  33*1  and  higher  than  the  average  for  the  whole  countr3^  during  1950 
of,  29.3.  The  difference,  although  noticeable  is  of  no  special  sigiiificance, 

With  regard  to  infectious  disease,  the  notifications  for  the  year  v/ere 
21+3  as  compared  with  2f0l  for  1949*  The  main  factor  responsible  for  this 
mcerked  fall  was  the  lower  incidence  of  measles  which,  during  1949,  had  been 
209  notified  cases  as  compared  with  only  6l  notified  during  1950. 

During  the  year  there  w'ere14  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
From  this  disease  there  were  6 deaths  compared  vrith  12  during  the 
previous  year, 

A major  problem  throughout  the  country,  namely  housing,  presents 
difficulties  which  are  being  met  everywhere.  During  1950,  in  the 
district,  126  houses  have  been  built,  compared  with  1 16  in  1949*  Although 
some  improvement  is  apparent,  so  far  as  houses  built  are  concerned,  the 
problem  of  r’e-housing  is  so  great,  that  the  present  rate  of  building 
is  incapable  of  meeting  the  demand  within  a reasonable  period  of  time. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  there  were  1000  applicants  for  Council 
houses.  Hnile  national  economic  difficulties  and  shortages  exist,  only 
the  fringe  of  this  important  problem  can  be  dealt  with. 

I desire  to  i^cord  my  appreciation  of  the  v/ork  of  the  staff  and  the 
help  I have  received  from  the  Chief . Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr,  L.eycock.  I 
take  tnis  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  ready  and  ?/illing  assistance  and  the  Clerk  and  other  Officials 
for  their  co-operation  since  my  appointment. 


I am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

'MELLIAM  DAVIDSON-LAivIB.M.C.  ,M.B.  ,Ch.B,DPH. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  MD  SOCIAL  CO^IDITIONS  OF  TFIE  AREA, 


The  Belper  Rural  District  is  an  area  of  48.074  acres,  comprising  28 
parishes,  v/ithin  a circle  of  approximately  a ten  miles  radius  from  the 
Council’s  offices,  extending  from  Matlock  Urban  in  .the  north  to  the  Borough 
of  Derby  at  the  south,  on  the  east  touoliing  the  Districts  of  Alfreton, 
Ripley  and  Ilkeston,  -wbilst  Wirksv^forth  and  Ashbourne  are  on  the  western 
boundary.  The  parish  units  have  no  common  standard  for  comparison,  but 
vary  very  considerably;-  in  area,  population  and  rateable  values. 


Representation  on  the  Rural  District  Council  also  varies,  one  parish 
sending  tlrree  councillors,  and  in  other  instances,  one  representative  sits 
for  t^iro  parishes.  The  total  representation  is  3^  councillors. 


Area  of  District  in  acres 
Population,  1931  census 
Population,  1950  estimated 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value.  (Alloy/ing  for 
probable  adjustments) 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
Rate  in  the  Common  Charges 


48,074 
22,956 
28 ,060 
8,549 

4:175 ,644 

4:697 

14. 5d. 


Total  loan  debt  4:923  ,505 
Debt  for  housing  only  £798,288 
Houses  erected  during  the  year;” 


by  Council 
by  Private 

Enterprise 

109 

17 

Total 

126 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

Mal^e_ 

Female 

i Total 

Live  Births, 

188 

175 

363 

Legitimate 

184 

169 

353 

Illegitimate 

4 

6 

10 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  estimated 

population 

12.93 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

5 

5 

...  . 10 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Deaths,  (Under 

one  year  of  age). 
Legitimate 

7 

5 

12 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Legitimate  I'nfants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live 

births 


Irifantile  Mortality. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 


28.3 

100.0 

35.8 


Death  Rate. 


Death  Rate  per  1000  cstima-ted  population 
Deaths  from  Cancer ■ 

Male  : Female 


11.4 

Total 


(All  ferrr^) 


27 


25 


52 


1, 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  1950 


The  follovdng  Table  shov/s  the  causes  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  year  1950* 


Male_s 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

5 

1 

6 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

■:  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

; 6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

4 

3 ;... 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

4 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  cS:  l^miphatic  neoplasms 

17 

. 

31 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

; 2 

Diabetes 

2 

; 2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

. 14 

16 

3.0 

Coronary  disease..,,  angina- 

...,,,..19. 

16. 

35 

H^nDertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

2 ; 

5 

Other  heart  diseases 

. 19 

3.7 ;... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

17 

9 

26 

Influenza 

g 

2 

8 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

8 

Bronchitis 

11 

3 : 

14 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

1 : 

1 

Ulcei'  of  stomach  & duodenum 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Neohritis  & nephrosis 

2 

1 ■; 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

S 

6 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

2 ; 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

3 ;.. 

5 

Other  defined  & ill-^defined  diseases 

17  ■ 

23  : 

40 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

; 1 

All  other  accidents 

4 

7 

11 

Suicide 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

16U 

134 

318 

2 


INFECT ions  DISEASES 


HOSPITAL  ACGONITQDATIQN. 

The  hospitals  to  which  the  eases  of  infectious  disease 
occurring  in  the  district  may  he  removed  are  Derwent 
Hospital,  Draycott  Hospital,  Infectious  Diseases  Annex 
and  the  Helper  Hospital,  which  is  situated  mthin  the 
area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Ripley, 

Persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  infections  also  may 
be  renioved  to  Derv/ont  Hospital  or  the  Walton  Sanitorium, 
Chesterfield, 

CASES  NOTIFIED. 
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There  were  no  cases  notified  for  the  follovd.ng  diseases 

Puerperal  Pyrexia, 

Paratyphoid, 

OphtHalmia  Neonatorum, 

Diphtheria. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis, 

OnlLy  19  cases  of  infectious  disease  v/ere  removed  to  hospital. 

3. 


TABULATED  BSLO'7  IS  TEE  AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  THE  GASES  OF  I^IEECTIOUS 
DISEASES  NOTIFIED  PWfNG  1930. 


Age 

Unknown 

Under  1 
year 

1- 

2- 

3” 

if*" 

10- 

15- 

?0- 

35- 

— 

45- 

60- 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

22 

1 

1 

1 

33 

T.B.  Pulmonary 

'1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

1' 

,14.:,. 

'*  Non-PuLmonary 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5,. 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

4 

6 

22 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

1 

5 

’.Thooping  Cough 

4 

5 

8 

13 

18 

8 

41 

2 

99 

Measles 

3 

6 

9 

6 

29 

5 

2 

1 

61 

Polio-liUrclitis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

i,. 

Dy sentry 

1 

1 

•y 

.1 

— t. 

' ’ 

t 

.1  ■ 

5 

6 

12 

21 

30 

19 

ICO 

8 

7 

17 

5 

8 

7 

245 

So  fcv/  have  been  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  amongst  the  children 
that  again  it  has  not  been  considered  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools 
during  the  year. 


EAg'TERIOLOGICAL  EXA^iINATIONS . 

Again  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  forv/arded  the  following 
summary  of  the  results  of  the  County  Bacteriologist's  examinations  (and 
carried  out  in  association  v/ith  the  Medical  Research  Council)  made  of 
various  samples  submitted  from  this  area  during  1950« 

Positive  Negative 


Brucella  Abortus 

- 

1 

C.  diphtheriae 

- 

23 

Vincent's  Angina  Organisms 

- 

2J 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

16 

. 41 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

- 

. . . .14. 

X ^ater 

17 

21 

X Ice-Cream  Methylene 

1 

Milk 

X Methylene  Blue  Test 

1 

8 

X Phosphatase  Test 

- 

5 

Coliform  Test 

- 

1 

Tubercle  Bacilli,  Biological  Test  (Routine 

Samples)  - 

5 

Tubercle  Bacilli,  Biolo.aical  Test  (Min.  of 

Agricultiare) 

2 

27 

Clinical  Specimens 

62 

53 

TOTALS 

98 

223 

X Positive  - Unsatisfactory 
Negative  - Satisfactory 


Sx>utum  specimens  and  swabs  are  taken  by  the  medical  practitioners  and 
for"7arded  direct  for  examination  to  the  Derbyshire  County  Council's 
bacteriologist.  The  County  Council  Bacteriologist  and  the  County  Council 
Chemist  undertake  on  behalf  of  the  Council  all  the  bacteriological  examina- 
tions and  chemical  analyses. 


W.  DAVIDSON-LM'IB. 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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ACTUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
OKTEF  SMTtARy"  IN^KITOR. 

"""year  1930. 


PHYSICAL  CEARACTERISTIGS. 

The  Rural  District  of  Belper  lies  to  the  south  of  Derbyshire,  The 
altitude  of  the  area  varies  very  considerably  from  I3O  O.D.  at  Barley 
Abbey  in  the  south  to  1,000  O.D.  in  the  north  at  Ashleyhay.  .ihe  River 
Derwent  , entering  the  rural  district  at  Lea  Wood  , on  the  2o0  foot  contour , 
flows  from  north  to  south,  dividing  the  area  fairly  eoually  into  east  and 
west,  the  eastern  parishes  are  v/here  the  industries  are  found,  and  the 
residential  and  agricultural  parishes  are  sited  chiefly  on  the  West  bank 
of  the  River  Derv/ent,  Very  great  and  extensive  damage  continues  to  be 
caused  by  opencast  mining,  v/holo  farm  holdings  in  the  south  eastern  parishes 
are  being  ripped  open  and  their  fertility  will  be  lost  for  years.  Where 
adjacent  to  dwellings  it  is  a source  of  grave  nuisance  arising  from  noise 
and  dust  , and  the  subject  of  complaints  to  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power, 

PRINCIPAL  K)CAI.  BTDU5TRIES. 

Mining,  and  in  recent  years,  Opencast  Mining,  Agriculture  (largely 
milk  production) , Limestone  Quarrying,  Cotton  and  Hosiery  Manufacturing 
give  employraent  in  the  area, 

STAFF, 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  a part  time  appointment.  The  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  t’TO  Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  full  time 
Officers  of  the  Council,  and  also  act  in  like  positions  as  Building  Inspectors, 
The  Clerical  Staff  is  also  part  of  the  Buildings  and  Housing  Section  of  the 
Department,  The  Ministry  of  Health,  through  the  County  Council,  re-imburse  to 
your  Council  one  half  of  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  as  applicable  to  their  Public  Health  duties, 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Cenerally  speaking  the  v/ater  supplies  have  been  sufficient  and 
wholesome.  Routine  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  of  samples  of 
treated  water  from  our  ovm  springs  have  been  satisfactory  and  a new  m.anually 
controlled  vacuum,  solution  feed  chlorinator  (using  chlorine  gas)  has  been 
installed  at  Lea  Pumping  Station  to  deal  with  water  from  Dethick  Springs. 

The  nev/  Mapperley  and  Shipley  Water  Scheme  has  been  completed  during 
the  year  v/hich  7/ill  safeguard  and  greatly  improve  the  supply  in  the  Eastern 
Parishes,  77  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Shipley  formerly  supplied  by  Heanor 
Urban  District  Council  and  Ilkeston  Borough  Council, have  been  connected  to  the 
new  m^ain,  affording  these  consumers  a better  and  cheaper  supply,  and 
negotiations  are  in  progress  to  supply  the  remainder  of  the  properties  in 
Shipley,  the  bulk  of  whom  receive  their  supply  through  the  National  Coal  Board, 

The  new  scheme  for  supplying  the  9 Western  Parishes  was  commenced 
on  1st  November,  and  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  connect  up  to  the  existing  mains 
at  Duffield  in  the  Spring,  This  iwill  afford  a much  needed  improvement  of  the 
supply  to  the  Duffield  residents. 

The  water  for  both  the  above  new  schemes  is  taken  from  the  Derwent 
Valley  Water  Board, 

Mr.  Horsley,  Water  Ifianager  , has  furnished  the  proceeding  information, 
which  covers  the  water  schemes  controlled  by  the  Council.  These  serve  5,242 
properties  rrith  an  estimated  population  of  18,143  in  14  parishes.  In  these 
same  parishes  there  are  958  houses  mthout  a public  water  supply,  Derbjr 
Corporation  include  in  their  area  of  supply  the  parishes  of  Allestree,  Darley 
Abbey,  Ma ck^.-’or th  and  Quarndon,  having  2,249  domestic  premises  rath  an  estimated 
population  of  7,310  , of  whom  some  I90  are  still  dependent  upon  v/ells;  chiefly 
in  the  parish  of  Madc-vorth, 


5* 


The  Corporation  have  prepared  a scheme  to  provide  water  mains  tc  Mackworth 
which  it  is  anticipated  will  he  completed  during  1951.  /There  remain  the  so- 
called  ''Western  Parishes"  , 9 in  number  , with  an  estimated  population  of 
2.012,  for  v^ich  the  large  water  scheme  (=-0132,000)  will  provide  a piped 
water  supply.  This  water  is  to  he  taken  from  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board 
mains  which  pass  through  the  Council's  area  and  v/ill  he  tapped  in  the  parish 
of  Holbrook.  An  estimated  population  at  Turnditch  of  I3O  are  supplied  from 
street  stand  pipes. 

Prom  the  above  statement  it  viill  be  seen  the  Council  supplies  65/^  of 
the  population,  other  Authorities  26.5^,  or  that  91.5^'  of  the  population  have 
an  adeouate  Avater  supply,  and  that  such  a supply  v\rill  soon  he  available  to 
all  but  isolated  areas. 

The  proposed  extension  of  the  mains  in  the  Wheatcroft  district  of 
South  Wingfield  still  aivaits  a decision  upon  the  experiments  to  improve  the 
Quality  of  the  Dethick  Springs , from  v/hich  much  of  the  population  in  the 
northern  area  derives  its  domestic  supply.  It  is  hoped  the  action  taken, 
upon  the  advice  of  the  Council's  technical  advisors,  will  remove  the  ground 
of  this  tem.porary  suspension.  Apart  from  the  brief  periods,  during  v/hich,  in 
the  summer  time,  temporary  restrictions  were  imposed  on  consumption  in  the 
parish  of  Duffield,  no  water  shortage  has  been  experienced  during  the  year. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  REl-iOVAL. 

The  two  parishes  of  Mapperley  (ll?  premises)  and  Shipley  (253  premises) 
are  the  only  parishes  where  house  refuse  and  nightsoil  are  collected  by  contract. 
Contractors  empty  the  few  pail  closets  in  the  parishes  of  Horsley  Woodhouse, 

Kirk  Langley , Mack-worth  and  Smalley, 

Direct  Labour  Scavenging  Schemes  operate  in  the  remaining  parishes,  and 
one  team  is  employed  solely  upon  the  emptying  of  pail  closets  in  several  parishes. 
Only  petrol  vehicles  are  used  comprising  7 cub.  yard  Karrier  Bantams,  lO  cub, 
yard  Karrier  C K 3>  1 7 cub.  yard  Dennis,  1-10  cub.  yard  Dennis,  -whilst  a 

converted  Austin  lorry  fitted  with  a large  -tank  makes  the  nightsoil  collection. 
During  the  year  a Shelvoke  and  Drury  7 cub.  yard  Collector  was  purchased  second 
hand.  Norm.ally  each  team  comprises  a driver  and  three  loaders.  No  change  of 
any  n»te  has  been  made  in  the  service,  and  as  nightsoil  is  collected  principally 
during  normal  hours,  the  best  possible  conditions  of  labour  operate.  The  refuse 
is  disposed  by  tipping,  tips  being  provided  in  various  parishes,  to  avoid,  as 
far  as  possible,  long  hauls.  A new/  tip  has  been  opened  at  a Crich  quarry  to 
permit  a tip  in  the  village  to  bo  abandoned. 

During  the  year  an  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  held  a-n  enquiry 
into  a complaint  regarding  one  of  the  tips.  After  holding  an  enquiry  and 
making  an  inspection,  he  found  the  complaint  not  substantiated. 

The  cost  of  the  Scavenging  Schemes  for  the  year  1950  totalled  =E14  ,056  , 
the  equivalent  of  a rate  of  l/8d  in  the  £. 

SE7/ERS  AND  STOGE  DISPOSAL. 

Again  vre  have  to  report  that  no  major  extension  of  the  Council's  sev/ers 
have  been  made  during  the  year.  A small  sev/erage  scheme  was  prepared  for  the 
hamlet  of  Alderwasley  anticipating  a small  housing  scheme,  but  was  not  carried 
out.  As  the  usual  practice  is  to  select  housing  sites  where  main  drainage  is 
already  available  the  se-wer  extensions  have  been  for  the  internal  development 
of  these  schemes.  Capital  expenditure  on  the  disposal  works  again  has  been  at 
a minimum,  and  the  effluents  generally  have  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

These  v/orks  are  sited  Allestree  - 1,  Crich  - 2,  Darley  Abbey  - 1, 

Duffield  --  1,  Holbrook  - 1,  Horsley  - 1,  Horsley  VToodhouse  - 1,  Mapperley  - 1, 
Cuarndon  - 1 , Smalley  - 1 , South  Ningfield  - 3 , ?^nd  are  maintained  by  a staff 
of  10  m.on,  some  being  responsible  for  more  than  one  se’werage  works.  No  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  arrangenents  which  exist  vdth  adjoining  authorities  for 
the  treatment  of  sev/age  from  certain  areas  of  the  rural  district  , and  approximately 
8Q/.  of  the  domestic  -prem.iscs  have  available  a public  sewer. 
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Though,  generally  speaking,  there  is  available  an  adequate  public 
water  supply  and  efficient  drainage,  pail  closets  are  still  too  numerooB* 
and  it  is  estimated  that  at  least  one  quarter  of  those  antiquated  conveniences 
could  be  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

During  the  year  51  pail  closets  and  6 privies  have  been  replaced  by 
■'.7,0 's.  This  result  is  still  regarded  as  disappointing,  as  the  Council  make 
a contribution  towards  each  voluntary  conversion.  The  districts  of  Denby 
and  Kilburn,  amongst  the  urbanised  villages,  are  the  worst  offenders, 
although  dLiring  the  year  these  areas  accounted  for  35  of  the  conversions. 

It  is  estimated  the  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  vfhole  area  consist  of:- 

6505  ^TX.'s 

19  Waste  Water  Closets 
168k  Pail  Closets 
3A 1 Privy  Middens 

22  Old  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewers. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

' The  slaughter  of  animals  for  food  takes  place  outside  the  Belper 
Rural  District  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood  and  anti-  and 
post-m.ortem  examination  is  exercised  in  those  slaughterhouses.  Prom  the 
slaughterhouses  the  dressed  carcases  arc  taken  to  a distribution  centre, 
allocated  to  the  butchers  and  transported  in  covered  lorries  to  the  retail 
shops.  No  diseased  meat  has  been  found  in  the  shops  and  only  a small  amount 
has  been  returned  to  the  distribution  centres  on  other  grounds, 

■ The  Council  have  issued  28  licences  to  slaughtermen  under  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act , 1933  , to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  for  food  for  human 
consumption, 

POOD  -MID  DRUGS  ACT. 

In  administering  this  Act , Yfe  have  found  it  necessary  to  condemn 
as  unfit  for  the  food  of  man:- 

117  lbs  home  killed  meat 
78  tins  of  milk 
29  ’’  " meat 

5 '*  ''  vegetables 

A ■’  " soup:fruit  ;f  ish 

The  above  was  voluntarily  surrendered. 

The  sampling  officer  is  an  official  employed  under  the  County  Council, 
Only  in  exceptional  circumstances  would  your  officers  be  required  to  take 
food  samples  under  the  above  Act. 

The  County  Analyst,  Mir.  RT'L  Sutton,  B.Sc.  , P.R.I.C.  , P.C.S.  has  given 
me  the  follov/ing  information 


During  the  year  1950,  97  samples  including  70  Milks,  were  taken 
under  the  above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Belper  Rural  District  Council.  No 
serious  irregularities  were  disclosed  on  analysis  and  no  legal  proceedings 
were  taken. 

Pour  samples  of  Milk  contained  small  amounts  of  added  water  and  one 
sample  was  somewliat  deficient  in  fat.  The  vendors  of  these  samples  were 
cautioned, 

^One  informal  sample  of  Aramoniated  Tincture  of  Cuinine  was  foimd  to  be 
deficient  in  Ammonia , but  a subsequent  formal  sample  from  the  same  vendor 
proved  to  be  genuine. 

ihe  rem.aining  sam.ples  were  all  classed  as  satisfactory. 

A.gain  there  is  a "NiL'  return  relating  to  cases  of  '’Pood  Poisoning" 
(Pood  & Drugs  Act , 1938)  for  the  year  1950. 
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During  the  year,  the  Council  made  Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  193^,  foi’  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  & Cleanly  Conditions 
and  Practices  in  connection  with  the ' Handling , ’^rapping  and  Delivery  of  Food 
and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air, 

Kill'  AND  DAIRIES. 


The  Council  vdll  recall  that  since  19A9  the  registration  of  dairy 
farmers  and  dairy  farms  was  made  the  concern  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
Persons  carrying  on  the  business  of  a dairyman  from  premises  to  ryhich  the 
above  does  not  apply,  shall  be  registered  by  the  local  authority. 

This  drastic  transfer  of  responsibilities  has  been  the  subject  of 
much  criticism.  Though  many  of  the  staff  were  recruited  from  the  sanitary 
inspectors,  the  organisation  and  routine  of  the  new  service  appeared  to  be 
slow  in  operating.  Possibly  after  the  initial  difficulties,  the  duties  of 
this  division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  udll  be  performed  vdth  the 
same  zest  as  Avhen  the  administration  and  inspections  under  the  Pood  & Drugs 
(Milk  & Dairies  Act)  were  under  the  control  of  local  authorities.  There 
are  few/  dair^maen  and  dairies  in  the  rural  district. 

II^CTIOUS  DISEASES . 

There  was  a marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year  by  the  medical  practitioners. 


Prom  all  causes  245  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  as  against 
401  in  the  previous  year,  a reduction  of  I56  , v/hich  the  fewer  notifications 
of  measles  almost  accounted  for  alone.  This  is  the  lov/est  return  of 
infectious  diseases  since  1946,  "Thooping  Cough  99  notifications  (as  in 
the  previous  year)  was  the  most  prevalent  disease. 

It  is  routine  practice  to  visit  the  premises  and  investigate  any  possible 
soiurce  of  infection.  Disinfection  is  done  with,  formaldehyde  gas, 

?CVEABtE  DWELLINGS. 


The  Council  have  licensed  three  areas  as  camping  sites  in  the 
''Diat standwell  district,  all  adjacent  to  each  other,  in  the  beautiful 
valley  of  the  Dorw/ent  and  some  5 miles  south  of  Matlock. 


These  camps  cover  an  area  of  approximately  20  acres  and  are  licensed 
to  accommodate  120,  120,  I60  vans,  tents  or  sheds,  a total  of  4OO. 

Though  generally  the  conditions  of  the  licences  are  carried  out,  at 
the  height  of  the  camping  seasons  the  bchaA/iour  of  these  temporary  hut 
dv/ellers  attract  undesirable  publicity  and  comment. 

Additional  to  these  cant  sites,  licences  have  been  granted  to  61 
individuals  to  station  and  occupy  caravans  vdthin  the  rural  area.  These  are 
scattered  over  the  district  as  isolated  units  and  rarely  are  the  cause  of 
complaints  on  their  conditions,  though  often  exception  is  taken  to  their 
siting  by  adjacent  property  ov/ner.  Before  these  licences  are  issued,  the 
proposals  are  submitted  to  the  Area  Planning  Officer  for  comment  and 
c comme  nd  a t i on . 

?P.E’/ENTI0N  OF  DAMAGE  BI  PESTS  ACT,  1949* 

Prior  to  the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Act,  in  March  1950,  rodent 
control  had  been  practised  for  some  years  by  officers  of  the  Council. 

The  Coneral  Foreman  regularly  has  treated  the  refuse  tips,  sewerage 
v;crks  and  sew/ers.  The  method  follov/ed  v/as  that  advocated  by  the  Ministry  -• 
baiting  the  runs  or  places  infested,  three  or  four  consecutive  nights,  vrith 
- harmless  food  , and  immediately  following  up  with  a poisoned  bait. 
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This  provea  very  successful,  though  it  is  dCsirahle  to  change  the 
type  of  poison.  Poisons  used  comprised  arsenic,  squils  and  zinc  phosphide, 
the  last  "being  most  generally  employed.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  treatment 
of  domestic  premises. 

GENERAL  SANIT.ARY  ADMINIS'IRATION . 


The  follov.oLng  summary  has  "been  forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  inclusion  in  his  Annual  Report  on  the  Conditions  of  the  County, 


No.  on 

Inspections 

Register 

Made 

Bakehouses 

4 

3 

13 

13 

Factories  and  "'■Workplaces 

60 

6 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

10 

18 

Milk  Distri'butors 

24 

13. 

Movea'ble  Di.^llings  (a)  Sites 

3 

{ 

("b)  Dwellings 

61 

(,.,132 

85  

Shops 

22 

Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers  Yards 

2 

2 

SiUIPLING. 


Ice  Cream 

"^ater  (a)  Mains 


No,  of  Samples 

Taken 

Meth.  Blue 

Sat , Unsat , 

1 

1 

26 

21  5 

("b)  Other  sources  8 


3 


5 


~?ATER  SUPPLIES. 


No,  of  houses  in  District  connected  to  mains 
No,  of  houses  in  District  supplied  from 
standpipes  on  mains 

No.  of  houses  in  District  not  supplied  from 
standpipes  on  mains 
No.  of  connections  made  during  year:- 
(a)  existing  houses 
(h^  new  houses 
(c;  other  premises 


Estimated  Population 
Involved. 


7565 

25719  

46 

.....154 

83,8.,,  3,186 


11 3.7 


126 

18 

DRAINAGE. 


No.  of  houses  in  District  connected  to  sewers 

<1  ;l  .1  it  ri  t. 

ITc.  of  connections  made  during  year:- 
(a)  existing  houses 
("b)  new  houses 
(c)  other  premises 

No,  of  conversions  of  other  closets  to  "“.CNs 


Estimated  Population 

Involved. 

6807  ' 23141 

..,.5922 

22  74 
9 

'3  ' . 

57 


HCUSING. 


New  Houses  erected  during  year  "by:- 
Local  Authority 
("b)  Private  Enterprise 


109 

"17 
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No,  of  dvfelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  83 

No,  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  he  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  65. 

No,  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  bo  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  I3. 

No,  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  Local  Authority  3.2 

No,  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  v/hich  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  , 2. 

No,  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  x-^uJ^suance  of 

Demolition  Orders  2 

No,  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

were  accepted  11 


Though  the  Council  have  continued  to  make  progress  v/ith  their 
housing  programme,  the  long  lists  of  applicants  for  housing  accommodation 
indicate  the  time  is  not  appropriate  for  the  stringent  application  of  the 
Housing  Act  to  substandard  properties. 

Therefore  no  vigorous  scheme  of  inspection  has  been  operated,  with 
its  subsequent  drastic  action;  rather  the  p^'licy  of  recent  years  has  been 
follov^od,  of  endeavouring  to  have  all  properties  maintained  in  such 
condition  as  to  be  v/eather proof,  this  means  the  life  of  usefulness  of 
thij  substandard  houses  has  been  extended,  ond  a roof  and  livi^ig  a.ccommodation 
han  be^n  afforded  to  families  who  would  have  been  hopelessly  lost  in  an 
endoa.vour  to  find  other  accoramoda.tion.  It  is  a.  v^ry  ba.d  house  which  cannot 
a.fford  bett'..r  proti..ction  throughout  th^  year  than  can  bo  provided  by 
ca.ro.vans  within  these  tenants  financial  moans,  ji  house  can  become  a home 
wheru  the  tenants  rotr.in  an  intv.;rost  and  pride  in  the  family  and  which 
develops  the  cha.raxter  ond  personality  of  the  individua.1  members, 

A home  is  a:  na.tiona.l  asset  and  we  deem  it  best  mder  existing 
conditions  to  follov^  a lino  of  compromise  ra.thtxr  than  take  such  action  which 
sha.ll  lose  a house  or  render  a family  homeless  by  fa.ilure  on  the  pant  of  an 
ov-ner  to  ma.ko  an  offer  to  recondition,  acci^ptablu  to  the  Council,  This  phase 
must  pass, 

INSrlCGTlONS . Your  inspectors  ha.vo  ma.de  inspections  of  29 
houses  under  th-j  Housing  Act,  1936,  of  which  it  vvax  necessany  to  report 
to  the  Council  that  13  properties  were  in  such  bad  state  tha.t  rupc-irs  could  not 
be  executed  at  a.  reasonably  cost.  Bio  von  of  the  owners  gave  under  ta.kings 
to  recondition  their  houses,  which  underta^kings  vxre  accepted  by  the  Co‘uncil, 
The  tvi/o  other  houses  were  demolished. 

Though  authorised  to  serve  Statutory  Notices  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Blousing  Acts  in  connection  v/ith  22  properties,  further  infornmil  a.ction 
a.chieved  satisfa.ctory  results  in  9 instances.  No  lega.l  acti..n  in  the 
Courts  was  required  to  be  tc.ken. 

Fi-.CTORIBS  acts,  1937  and  1948, 

Par  t I . 

Inspections. 

(1^  re  Sections  1,2,3 ,4 
and  6 . 

(2)  7-..ctories  in  which  39  9 

Section  7 is  enforced. 

{j)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced,  

Total  60  9 


Number  on  Aegis  ter.  Ins poctions.  Written  Notices. 

1 - - 


10 


Part  Vlll 

Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111). 


’•fearing  apparel- 

Lace  making 
Total 


No.  of  0ut~v7orkers, 

78 

7 


May  I again  thank  you  for  the  confidence  placed  in  me^ 
your  co-operation  throu^out  the  year. 

Also  to  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  unstintec 
I desire  to  express  appreciation. 

(signed)  JhliSS  LAYCOCK. 

Chief  Sanitary 


and  for 


assistanc 


Inspector. 


11 


4; 


r- 


■ V 


• - 


-•  w,':  ;.  -,.■  ■ ■ 


: V';  ,;  ; -c^v 


Si;  - • • 

.i;  "> 


■ ."  ^^■■■’  ■■-'W.  '"  ’ ^ ■W'Viv  : 

■ , >.  v:Y:r^,  ^:v:-  ■ , : r-'^  . 

i V'^ '"■  ■'.  ^ :•  ^ •„  ■■  \ • !:^:-  -. 

' - ■ .'■•■  ' .■  ■ - '■  ■K/V.'-.'J:,,.;-; -;\  ; ii  '■., 

":r-^  ; ■'•'  ; ■.■  . ,,'s6'i''  ii'-’-  ■ -■  ..'■  '.■  ' ' 


I 


■fe”:  ■-■ 

. ,V_V  :y^;‘  - Xvr.;.Y:;-:  Y , 

"■-  ;;y- -.  v -Yl'-:v.' - •■Vy-;-  ^,.-: 

y;y  gYiSY.i'-  ■‘',  - ,'  •,  y!jy ■;  ; "■.  =■,  ■ 


- . •.  yv*-  '■'  •■)*-•  i'  'TA£^  /S‘-^/-Y  ' ■ ':Y'?#a  .-“(  "^ -V  , a !W» . V’  ’.rw;'  • 'Y  > 1 -■■■■'5  V ■•-  ^‘s;.  '-  :.• 

:.  ' ' PI. ^ "yy.  .'-YY  ,,  ^ 

r . -.p,  ^IS:& .?ys.:' 


■V 


- • »■>  • • ’t'  - 'if  ,,'.  ,' • "“*'''-■‘“1  •■  .'^v  . ■;-  ' '• 

• ^ * .'  ' I\fAt  , ■ 5--  . ••  ^-V'--.-  '■  * 

'•■  ■ ..'  : . ' ; ’4  >.;.•  ' ^ ■■ 

, Y\  .-'>  . Y,  -y  _.•  . YXi 

r,V’  ' 


»-  — • \ 


''-Sv- 


J^-yT  T ^ 


